
Dr. William Smith Kirk
April 22, 1928 - May 29, 2014

Dr. William Smith Kirk, 86, of Salisbury, NC passed away Thursday, May 29,
2014 at The Lutheran Home at Trinity Oaks. 

 

Born April 22, 1928 in Salisbury, NC to the late Suzanne Sovereign Smith and
Frank Walter Kirk, Sr., he was educated in the Salisbury City schools. He
attended UNC-Chapel Hill from 1942-1945 for Pre-Dental Education then
received his dental education at Northwestern University Dental School in
Chicago, IL from 1957-1958 and his graduate degree in Orthodontics for the
UNC-Chapel Hill Dental School in 1957-1958. 

 

Dr. Kirk served in the U.S. Air Force in Dental Service at Maxwell Air Force
Base with the 3810th Station Medical group in Montgomery, AL from 1949-
1951 and at Wiesbaden Air Force Base in Germany from 1951-1952 with the
7150th Medical Group. He held the rank of Captain. From 1952-1958 he
worked in Private General Practice and in 1958 until 1999 he worked in the
Practice of Orthodontics in Salisbury, NC. He was the home dentist at
Presbyterian Home for Children from 1952-1963. In 1999 he retired from
dental practice. 

 

Dr. Kirk was a member of the 2nd District Dental Society of NC where he
served as President from 1968-1969; the NC Orthodontic Association where
he was President from 1973-1974; the Salisbury Rotary Club where he had



served as Club President and was Governor of Rotary International, District
#76 from 1989-1990. He was also a member of the Salvation Army Advisory
Board in Salisbury, NC where he served as Chairman. 

 

Dr. Kirk was a member of First Presbyterian Church in Mooresville, NC where
he served as an Elder and Sunday school teacher for 56 years. He was a
Member of the Kappa Alpha Order. 

 

Dr. Smith deeply loved Rotary International. He also knew a lifelong love for
aviation, making his solo flight at 16, before receiving his drivers’ license. He
held a Private Pilot license with an Instrument rating. 

 

Surviving is his wife Lois Jean Smith from Bentleyville, PA whom he married at
Gunter Air Force Base, Montgomery AL on February 5, 1951. Both served
active duty in the U.S. Air Force. Also surviving are his children, Dr. William
Smith Kirk, Jr. of Charlotte, NC; Margaret Suzanne Spicknall of Dalton, GA;
and Timothy Davis Kirk of Kannapolis, NC; 8 grandchildren and 7 great-
grandchildren. His brother, Frank Walter Kirk, Jr. preceded him in death. 

 

The family will receive friends from 7-9 PM Friday (June 6) at Summersett
Funeral Home. 

 

A memorial service will be held 11 AM Saturday (June 7) at First Presbyterian
Church in Mooresville, NC; conducted by Dr. Fred Coats. A private burial will
be held at a later time. 

 

Memorials may be made to First Presbyterian Church, 249 McLelland Ave,
Mooresville, NC 28115; Ligonier Ministries, 421 Ligonier Court, Sanford, FL
32771; or Rotary International Foundation, One Rotary Center, 1560 Sherman
Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201-3698. 

 



Summersett Funeral Home is serving the Kirk family. Online condolences may
be made at www.summersettfuneralhome.com.



Cemetery Details

City Memorial Park

1316 West Innes St
Salisbury, NC 28144

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 6. 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM (ET)

Summersett Funeral Home
1315 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144
(704) 633-2111
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com

Service

JUN 7. 11:00 AM (ET)

First Presbyterian Church
Mooresville, NC

https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/
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Helene Staley - August 01, 2015 at 08:10 PM

I am reading this obituary a year after the fact. It is the first I am
learning of Dr. Kirk's passing. I am sincerely sorry for his family. He
corrected an eye-tooth problem for me when I was a teen. I am
deeply sorry for your loss. Regards, Helene Hinson Staley

Dee Smith - June 09, 2014 at 08:20 AM

Dear Kirk Family, 
My warmest thoughts are with you during this time. Dr. Kirk was
very instrumental in navigating me through my dental process. He
treated me for years, cooperating with my local dentist, son, Dr.
Kirk, Jr. in Charlotte, and faculty at UNC Chapel Hill dental school.
Many times he would work me into the daily schedule as my
situation was rare and unpredictable. In addition, being from a
single parent home, he graciously forgave most of my charges. 
 
What a wonderful servant. I will never forget his kindness and
generosity. 
 
Devona "Dee" Fesperman Smith

Mark Spears - June 06, 2014 at 12:35 PM

My sincere condolences and prayers of peace for the Kirk in family
in this time of grief. 

  
Mark A. Spears, MD
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Robin Goodman - June 03, 2014 at 06:02 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with the Kirk
family and friends at this very sad time. My
heart aches for you Dr. Kirk Jr., since you
extracted my two teeth on July 15,2013 I also
lost a parent and I know how hard it really is.
God bless you and your family and know your dad will always be
with you. I did not know him personally but he raised you and you
are one of the kindest doctors I have ever met. God Bless you and
peace be with you.

 Robin Goodman

June 03, 2014 at 01:25 PM

Blooming Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Dr. William Smith Kirk.

Stuart Smith - June 02, 2014 at 12:13 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with Lois, Bill, Peggy, and Tim with
the passing of Dr. Kirk. 2 Cor. 5:8. 

  
Pam & Stuart Smith 

 Salisbury, NC

https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1419&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1419&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Wally and Carol Vuichnich - June 02, 2014 at 10:21 AM

Wally and Carol Vuichnich purchased the Beautif
ul Dreams for the family of Dr. William Smith Kirk.

https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

