
Mrs. Shirley Kester Julian
Deese
June 24, 1935 - April 25, 2020

This is a notice to inform you that our mother has a change of address. She is
now residing in the arms of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

On April 25, 2020 at 08:08 AM our miracle worker went to her eternal home to
be with our Daddy and other family members waiting there. Shirley Kester
Julian Deese was born June 24, 1935 in Rowan County to Willie Frances
Forest Kester and Henry Graham Kester. She had five brothers, Billy, Ron,
Tony, Don and Herman and two sisters, Nancy and Kay. 

 

Shirley attended A.T. Allen School and Boyden High School and left to start a
family in 1950. 

 

Married to Everette Junior Julian on September 19, 1950. As a caregiver by
nature, she and Everette had 6 children. Shirley later nursed her husband
through heart problems until he lost the battle January 10, 1990. 

 

Shirley later married Charles “Bud” Deese. They enjoyed camping, fishing and
spending time with family and friends. After a short time of caring for him with
a fast growing cancer, she was widowed once again in 2002. 

 

Shirley was decorated as a Sister of the Swish during the Bicentennial of
Rowan County in 1953. Saved at a young age, she was a member at First



Baptist Church in Spencer where she attended from birth and later taught
Sunday school as an adult. Shirley was a member Mt. Hope Church. She
loved her current pastor, Johnny Boggs (Cathy) and the church family. 

 

Shirley was a homemaker but took on many full and part time employments to
help support her family when times got hard. She was a hard worker and
always thought of others. She worked jobs from a waitress at Beatty’s
Restaurant to being a Painter in a booth at Carolina Forge and many in
between jobs. 

 

Shirley is preceded in death by her parents, two husbands, a sister, three
brothers and her son William Thomas “Tommy” Julian. 

Those left to carry on her legacy are her children, Barbara Walser (Al) of
Faith, Everette “Butch” Julian (Deb) of Salisbury, Terrie Koontz (Alan) of
Rockwell, Rebecca “Becky Jo” Stark of Washington State and her main
caregiver Marsha West (Fred) of Salisbury; brothers, Ron Kester of Texas and
Herman Kester of Salisbury; sister, Kay Steele of Clarksville, GA. Her
emotional support dog and companion Miss Penny that brought her much
happiness and two chosen sons, Johnny Heavner (Linda) of Faith and Doug
Merritt (Jo) of Florida will also cherish her memory. 

 

Shirley had nine grandchildren, 1 special needs grandson which she and
Junior raised for many years, Johnny Ralph Heavner, Jr., and fifteen great-
grandchildren. As a mother to all, she had many step-grandchildren and great-
grandchildren along with many other she called her own. 

 

Shirley enjoyed Nascar, fishing, boating, crocheting, crafting and time spent
with her children. She was also quite the accomplished seamstress and made
most of her young children’s clothing as well as wedding gowns, teaching
them as she sewed. In her later life she became acquainted with the World



Wide Web where she spent her quiet time with cyber friends and family. 
 

Shirley will be missed by many but forgotten by few. 
 

A private family service will be conducted by Rev. Dr. Johnny Boggs, minister
of Mt. Hope Church, with interment at the Salisbury National Cemetery 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Mt. Hope Church, 7004 Old
Concord Rd, Salisbury, NC 28146 or Novant Health Glenn A. Kiser Hospice
House, 1229 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury, NC 28144. 

 

Eulogy: 
 Shirley Kester Julian Deese was born to Willie Frances Forest Kester and

Henry Graham Kester on June 24, 1935. Her parents entrusted her with the
care of her younger siblings at a very young age. She was taught to cook,
clean and care for children while she was a child herself. That didn’t stop her
from going to be the best she could be. 

 

Pregnant by the age of 15, she married and stayed married to Everette Junior
Julian until his death January 10, 1990. She gave Junior 6 children that she
cherished. 

 

Being a caregiver by nature has given Shirley many opportunities to care for
and mother so many children. No, they did not grow under her heart but they
grew into her heart. Just a side not from her daughter…..”I remember a time
when we took in children because their parents were going through marital
problems. They stayed with us and we never thought it odd. We played in our
neighborhood (within ear shot of mother’s call) until the street lights come on”.

Mother taught her children Pride. There was a year when times were tough.



White Christmas was delivered to our home and in mother’s prideful state she
declared they must have the wrong address. Knowing fair well the address
was correct the deliverers’ begged mother to take the bags. She did so and
wow were we excited. As the door closed behind them, I’m sure those folks
heard some happy children ripping through the neatly wrapped white tissue
paper. 

 

Mother taught us giving. No matter the situation we shared what we had with
others. Even when we had little food ourselves, mother made sure to wrap our
White Christmas. She would give to us the fabric that I’m sure she would love
to have made something pretty for herself. She gave us food that she would
love to have eaten as she cooked, knowing a cup of water just wouldn’t make
it stretch far enough. 

 

Mother taught us trust. We would go out with our friends on the mill hill and
spend hours in the park. Mother didn’t come looking for us wondering if we
were into trouble. She trusted that she had done her job and we were doing
just as she had taught us. 

 

Mother had a temper. In no way am I painting her a saint. I saw times when
she had enough and you knew to stay out of her way BUT at the same time I
saw love. I have a picture of her that I love and cherish. It was taken when she
come home from a hard days work in the paint booth. I remember our
neighbor kids and I lured her to the old store building with some pretense just
to snap the picture. I don’t know why that had to be the location of the picture,
but without fuss, she walked the extra steps knowing supper had to be
cooked. She had just gotten off work and there was so much to do. 

 

The family would like to thank friends and family for your understanding during
these trying times of COVID-19. In lieu of the fact that we can only have 10 in
attendance, we wanted you to know we feel your prayers as you celebrate our



mothers life in your homes
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Cathy Boggs - April 30, 2020 at 08:52 AM

I am praying for all her family, I loved your
Mother so very much, she was such a kind and
loving woman and I can tell she raised her
children to be the same way. Johnny & I called
her Ma Ma Shirley cause that’s who she was to
us, she would hug us and tell us she loved us,
and always made us feel like part of her family and that’s the same
way her daughters are to, just as loving and kind. Such sweet and
precious memories that I will never forget 

 Praying God will wrap you all in his loving arms and comfort you
through the difficult times 

 Love you all

Debbie White (Denton) Pahl - April 29, 2020 at 12:34 PM

I am so sorry for the loss of your dear
Momma. Ms. Shirley was a sweet lady and
although I have not seen her or any of you in
many years, I have been in contact with
Barbara on FB and have enjoyed catching up
with her and seeing all the pictures of all of of you with Ms. Shirley.
She seems to have had a good life and was much beloved. I'm glad
I knew her many years ago when she was younger, your Dad was
still alive and we were all high school and early marrieds. It was
always fun to be at your house on the hill in Spencer. Even though
Ms. Shirley has gone on to join Mr. Everett in heaven, all of you
have such wonderful memories to remember and share and you
have one another. God bless each of you. You are in my thoughts
and prayers during this difficult time. May my love reach out to you.
Debbie White (Denton) Pahl
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frances scates - April 29, 2020 at 07:32 AM

My heart goes out to all of you, She will greatly be missed. I will
always remember her being so funny and loving and caring. How
much she loved her lil dog [penny] and bringing penny to church
with her how much she loved her children, friends and church.. She
was a beautiful lady with a Bigg heart. Frances and Fred Scates
family

Barbara Eagle Spry - April 28, 2020 at 12:42 PM

I am sending Heartfelt Sympathy! My heart aches for you all. Mama
Shirley meant a lot to Tim and me!! Because of her, we were shown
what Love and Family looked like. She assured us that we would
Always have that in her Family!!! I will have Everlasting Love and
Respect for her!!

Sam & Bonnie Terry and Family - April 28, 2020 at 11:22 AM

Sam & Bonnie Terry and Family purchased the S
entiments of Serenity Spray for the family of Mrs.
Shirley Kester Julian Deese.

Kathy Buff - April 28, 2020 at 01:42 AM

Marsha So sorry to hear of your Mothers passing may God comfort
you in his loving arms

https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 27, 2020 at 05:48 PM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mrs. Shirley Kester Julian Deese.

Cindy Julian Harris - April 26, 2020 at 04:14 PM

I am so sorry to all of my cousins for the loss of their mother, aunt
Shirley. I pray God gives you all the strength and comfort in knowing
we will all see her again. I love you all dearly!

Scott Eagle - April 26, 2020 at 11:08 AM

I have good memories fo Shirley from my childhood. I remember
going to her house and hanging out with all of you. I also remember
going to High Rock Lake to their place. She always cared for
everyone.

Sherri A - April 26, 2020 at 08:12 AM

Sherri A lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Shirley
Kester Julian Deese

https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Carol Leach - April 26, 2020 at 07:26 AM

Carol Leach lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Shirley Kester Julian Deese

Ron Kester - April 25, 2020 at 11:12 PM

She was an great sister who always gave more than anyone. She
will be missed. I enjoyed going to her home and talking about ever
life in generable. She always had candy on the table and treats for
Isabel. I will miss her very much.

Pam Gheen Maile - April 25, 2020 at 09:41 PM

My condolences to the family. So sorry for your loss.

Jennie Hege - April 25, 2020 at 07:22 PM

My fondest memory (and one I will always
cherish) is growing up in Spencer and Yadkin
with the Julians, and “Mama Julian” as my
brothers and I called her, treated us just like
one of her own. I spent more time at her
house in the summers, playing with Terri, Becky Jo, and Marsha
than I did at home. Mostly because I only had two older brothers,
and as “Mama Julian” always said, “A girl has to have a sister, or
two or three!” And that I did with this family and Mama Julian. She
always included me in her family, just like one of her own. Sending
love to all of you. 

 Jennie Perdue Hege
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Kevin Koontz - April 25, 2020 at 07:07 PM

Kevin Koontz lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Shirley Kester Julian Deese

Renee Causey - April 25, 2020 at 06:58 PM

I am blessed to have met (mom) when Ed
and I went to visit Barb and Al. She was a
pistol, I loved her immediately. She made me
feel special and a part of her family. She had
the best personality. My prayers and thoughts
go out to each of her family members, cherish your memories and
know that one sweet day you will see mom again. Hugs to all.


