Mrs. Martha M. Hawkins

April 3, 1937 - December 30, 2014

Martha McCrary McGuire Hawkins died at her home in Salisbury, NC on
December 30, 2014 at the age of seventy-seven. Over the past year, she
valiantly fought cancer and the challenges of the treatment.

Born in 1937, in Brevard, NC, Martha was the youngest of four children to Carl
Caleb McCrary and Mary Jane King McCrary. She was the last of her
generation, preceded in death by sister, Jane, and brothers, John and Tom.
Martha graduated from Brevard High School in 1955 and later attended
Columbia Women'’s College.

Martha married Joseph W. McGuire in 1957 and they were blessed with four
children; they raised reared their family in Brevard and later on Lakeshore
Drive in Asheville, NC. They were active parents that were devoted to their
children’s development, education, and well-being. Martha was also a devoted
daughter and sibling within her family.

She was involved in many other activities that included Christmas-tree
farming, gardening, and floral arrangement. Martha owned and operated a
florist shop in Brevard and later worked in several others. She met her second
husband, Hugh Hawkins, in this field of endeavor, and they moved to
Salisbury, NC, in 1988. Purchasing a nineteenth-century Victorian home
together, they remodeled this home from top-to-bottom, closely adhering to
the restoration standards of the local community.



Martha worked for several years for the local Welcome Wagon organization
and ultimately found her real career passion — real estate sales and service.
Working for Wallace Realty for nearly 24 years, she helped many to purchase
or sell a home; in particular, she enjoyed helping those in need or difficulty.

We all have soft spots and Martha’s were her children, grandchildren, and
stray animals. She spent significant time, effort, and money caring for and
rescuing the wayward animals of this world. At times, her resolve to pursue
the passion was a strain on those folks around her; regardless of weather, or
any other pressing circumstances — the little animals must be cared for “now.”
Martha moved to her own beat and commitment to timeliness to various
events and appointments were not a high priority. There was always time for
one more stop on the way to and from home or work. However, this trait would
on occasion lead to other’s others’ frustration. Martha had an impeccable work
ethic, a quick wit, and a loving heart. She had high expectations for her
children and grandchildren to be self-reliant, accountable to commitments,
and to vigorously pursue their life’'s passion. for her children and grandchildren
—for them to be. . .

She is survived by four children, four grandchildren, and a herd of cats:
daughter Carla Mast and her sons Patterson and JoJo; son Joe McGuire and
wife Ellen along with Sarah and Caleb; son John McGuire and his wife Tina
and daughter Georgia; and daughter Missy Spencer, her husband Mark, and
son Sam. She is also survived by her devoted friend, Angie Koontz, who
cared for Martha as she would her own.

A Celebration of Life Service will be held for Martha on January 10, 2015, at
2pm, at Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church in Salisbury, NC. The family will

receive friends shortly thereafter at Martha’s home at 408 South Fulton Street.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests a donation to the Humane Society of



Rowan County for the humane care of stray animals in her community.

This excerpt from Rudyard Kipling’s — (not needed) “If’ sums up Martha’s
passion for perseverance in life. The excerpt from Rudyard Kipling’s “If’ sums
up Martha’s passion for perseverance in life: “If you can force .. .

“If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew to serve your turn long after
they are gone, and so hold on when there is nothing in you, except the Will
which says to them: Hold On!”

We will miss Martha as the days go by; she will be gone but not forgotten.
Martha will be missed as the days go by; she will be gone but not forgotten.



Tribute Wall

Joe, | am so Sorry | was not there for your family during the loss of
your mother. Her love for Dogs was wonderful. | loved Martha and
we had just lost contact. We would bump into one another once in a
while and play catch up. | found out just recently that she had
passed. | think of your family often with fond memories. Thank you
for sharing you Sara Kathrine with me when she was young.

Miss Terrie AKA Terrie and Alan Koontz

Terrie Koontz - February 02, 2017 at 03:25 PM

On Sunday, September 26, 1999, | was relaxing on the sofa
watching the Ryder Cup. | remember Diane interrupting the match
with a question! "Would you go look at a Historic Home at 418
W.Liberty St."? | yelled back, "no one shows houses on Sunday"!! A
long story short, Martha sold us our beautiful Dream home TWO
WEEKS later!! She was such a blessing to work with! But the
relationship Diane and | formed with Martha and Missy was a
lifetime friendship. Martha will truly be missed, but still loved by the
many people whose lives she touched. Love You Martha!! Art and
Diane Fishbein

Art and Diane Fishbein - January 10, 2015 at 11:08 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Martha M. Hawkins.

January 09, 2015 at 09:27 AM


https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| work with Martha's daughter, Carla, and | would just like to extend
my prayers to the entire family over their loss. | know Carla and her
mom enjoyed spending time together, and just by some of the
stories Carla would tell me about her and her mom, | could tell
Martha was a lot of fun and loved life. And | know she loved her
family too. But she has moved on to a better place where she is free
from sickness and discomfort now. Again, | just pray for her family in
their loss.

Vonda Jeffries

Vonda Jeffries - January 04, 2015 at 07:20 PM

On behalf of the Garmany family, | would like to say what an
inspiration Martha was for us. We grew up on Lakeshore Drive as
neighbors to Martha and of course the whole McGuire family. We
were like family for many years, | am sorry for the family's loss and
all of whom Martha knew. We would like you all to know we are
praying for your strength during this difficult time. Sincerely, Barbara
Garmany Carnegie.

Barbara Garmany Carnegie - January 04, 2015 at 10:29 AM



