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Lillian Earle Clarke James, age 103, of Charlotte, NC, passed away on August
20, 2020. She was born at the Roseville Plantation in Florence County, SC, to
the late James H. Clarke Sr. and Sula Wade Clarke. She was pre-deceased
by her husband, Jon Patrick James, her sister, Ada Clarke Deery of Lake City,
SC, brothers James H. Clarke, Jr and W. H. "Bill" Clarke of Florence, SC and
John W. Clarke of Macon, Georgia. Also, a sister-in-law, Margaret Clarke of
Florence, SC. 

 

Mrs. James was born on the Roseville Plantation outside of Florence, SC.
Roseville Plantation was in existence before the Revolutionary War and is a
registered historic landmark. Roseville was owned by Lillian's family for nearly
125 years, being sold in 1948. Lillian lived an extraordinary life while growing
up with her four siblings on a working farm and were completely self-sufficient
during her early childhood. Mrs. James put her childhood memories in detail
into many handwritten manuscripts over numerous years. Her grandmother,
Ada W. Bacot, was a noted confederate nurse during the Civil War. Lillian was
an invaluable asset for author, Jean Berlin, in editing her grandmother's
diaries for publication of the book, "A Confederate Nurse", published by the
University of South Carolina. 

 

Lillian went to Winthrop University and served as a senior Marshall at
graduation ceremonies in 1939. She then began a teaching career in SC. Due



to the military service of her three brothers during World War II, Lillian also felt
the need to serve her country and enlisted in the USNR WAVES in 1943. She
was trained at Cedar Falls, Iowa In cryptology learning how to decipher
Japanese transmission codes and then transferred to Washington, DC and
was assigned to U.S. Naval Intelligence. When World War II was declared
over (VJ Day) in 1945, Lillian and her best friend, Kathie Hooper Bost, were in
New York City and celebrated along with huge crowds in the streets and the
entire city. She met the love of her life, Jon Patrick (Pat) James on April 12,
1945, the day President Roosevelt died. In 1949, they and their two children
moved to Charlotte, NC. Lillian was the consummate homemaker and Pat was
a devoted father and husband. In 1954, Lillian returned to the classroom and
taught for 25 years until retirement in 1979 at Cotswold Elementary School.
Many of her former students remember her as being an extremely dedicated
and creative teacher and all remember her fondly. 

 

Lillian was a charter member of the Providence Baptist Church which started
in 1950. She had been active in the Faith-Lydia Sunday School Class for
many years. She left her home in Charlotte after 56 years for Salisbury, NC
and Trinity Oaks Retirement Center in 2012. 

 

Mrs. James is survived by two daughters, Barbara Zonoun of Charlotte; Patti
J. Glassgow and husband, Bob, of Salisbury, NC; three grandchildren,
Shireen Z. Wayne and husband, Steve, of Greensboro, NC, Tiffany G.
Wuzzardo and husband, Kevin, of Collierville, Tennessee and Scott Glassgow
of Salisbury. Four great grandchildren, Benjamin and Lilly Wuzzardo of
Collierville, Tennessee and Brandon and Jaden Wayne of Greensboro, NC. 

Service: A graveside service will be conducted at 12:00 p.m. Thursday,
August 27, 2020 at Sharon Memorial Park in Charlotte. Rev. Dr. Randy Kirby
of First Presbyterian Church, Salisbury will officiate. 

 



Memorial: In lieu of flowers memorials may be sent to Providence Baptist
Church in Charlotte, NC or Faithful Friends Animal Sanctuary (checks may be
made to Friends of Rowan-memo: Faithful Friends) PO Box 262, Salisbury,
NC 28145-0262. 

Summersett Funeral Home is serving the James family. Online condolences
may be made at www.summersettfuneralhome.com.
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Vicky Kiker - August 28, 2020 at 08:10 PM

Vicky Kiker lit a candle in memory of Lillian
Earle Clarke James

Debra DeWitt Jordan - August 27, 2020 at 09:12 PM

Ms. Lillian, as I always called her, was the most amazing woman
and historian I have ever known. We were distant cousins thru our
mutual Bacot, Brockington and my DeWitt lines. 

 She was gracious, kind and the epitome of a Southern Lady. We
met and visited in person and by corresponding over twenty five
years. I will always treasure her letters and the wisdom she shared
with me. I couldn’t come to her funeral because of Covid but I was
there in spirit. She and I will be reunited in heaven. 
May God watch-over and comfort all of her loved ones and may she
Rest In Peace.    

 Debra DeWitt Jordan
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Meg D. Goldstein - August 25, 2020 at 09:44 AM

Mrs. James was my third grade school teacher at Cotswold
Elementary School. She was so nurturing. I was shy and scared of
the first day of school. However, her kind eyes and smile comforted
me. She is one of the few teachers I ever had that I remember so
fondly. I am an attorney who has practiced law for 40 years. I am
certain that Mrs. James had something to do with my success. She
leaves a wonderful legacy for all her have the luck to say "Mrs.
James was my teacher." 

  
Meg D. Goldstein
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Patti Glassgow - November 13, 2020 at 12:34 PM

Thank you for sharing your special thoughts and memories of my
mother. She was truly “One of a Kind”!

August 24, 2020 at 01:52 PM

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of Lillian Earle Clarke James.

https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

