
James "Andy" Anderson
Sparks Jr.
July 14, 2019

James Anderson ‘Andy’ Sparks, Jr., son of the late James Anderson Sparks
and Mildred Crowder Sparks, died July 14, 2019 after a courageous battle
with ALS. Andy faced his two greatest losses, the death of his beloved wife
Jennie and his physical health, with dignity and grace. 

 Andy was preceded in death by the love of his life, Virginia ‘Jennie’ Gregory
Sparks, to whom he was married for 60 years. He is survived by his sister Ann
Thomas (Grady) of Charlotte, NC, and his two children, Christy Howey (Stan)
of Charlotte, NC and Slater Sparks of Lake Tahoe, NV and Salisbury, NC; his
beloved grandchildren, Harrison (Maddy), Jack (Anne), Jim, Ginny, and Katy;
and his new great- grandchild, Penelope. His grandchildren knew him as
“Pop,” and he was the most loving of grandfathers. 

 Andy graduated from Boyden High School, attended N.C. State, and
graduated from Catawba College. He was President of Sparks Wayside
Furniture Company and an avid collector and dealer of a variety of fine
collectibles. Andy was a member of the American Numismatic and Philatelic
Societies, Rowan County Coin Club, and supported many activities of the
Historic Salisbury Foundation. 

 As a young man, he was an accomplished golfer with a scratch handicap and
spent many days enjoying the game with friends on the course. Jennie and
Andy loved attending auctions and flea markets, fishing at the beach and
mountains, visiting Cherokee, snorkeling in the islands, and traveling to
Europe. They loved their home- town of Salisbury, including their long-time



friends and their historic home. 
Andy was an active and involved member of Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church,
with his love of Jesus being the foundation of his life. He volunteered at the
Food Pantry and Meals on Wheels and routinely visited ill or lonely friends.
Andy was a true southern gentleman who spent his life giving to others, and
anyone meeting him could not help but love him. 

 We especially thank the doctors, nurses, and caregivers who so lovingly cared
for him these past five years. The Koko Java gang were especially important
to him and were such loyal friends. Special thanks to Clyde and the Ellis
Street neighbors for always being there for Andy and Jennie. 
A service and reception will be held at Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church in
Salisbury at 2 pm, Thursday, July 25. Reception to follow in the church Parish
Hall. 

 Memorials to Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church, 131 West Council Street,
Salisbury, NC 28144. 

 Summersett Funeral Home is serving the Sparks family. Online condolences
may be made at www.summersettfuneralhome.com.
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St. Luke's Episcopal Church
131 West Council Street
Salisbury, NC 28144
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STEVEN R AREY - September 06, 2019 at 10:02 AM

Andy was a great gentleman and will be sorely missed on his walks
about town. 

 Steve Arey

July 23, 2019 at 04:00 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of James "Andy" Anderson Sparks Jr..

Whayne Hougland, Jr. - July 19, 2019 at 12:15 PM

So sorry to hear of Andy’s death. Dana and I loved Andy and Jennie
very much. They were the epitome of grace, class and generosity.
Two of the loveliest most interesting people I’ve ever known.
Salisbury and St. Luke’s was all the better because of them. 

  
Whayne and Dana Hougland

Peter J. Thevaos - July 17, 2019 at 02:44 PM

So Sorry For The Loss Of Your Dad Christy. "May His Memory Be
Eternal And A Long, Happy, Healthy And Prosperous Life To Those
Loved Ones He Leaves Behind." 
 
Peter J. Thevaos

https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.summersettfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Christy Howey - July 17, 2019 at 10:36 PM

Thank you so much, Peter, for your beautiful message.

MS

Marlene Spencer - July 18, 2019 at 08:24 AM

Christy, I’m so sorry to read about your dad’s passing. I think of him
and Jenny every time I pass their house. I’ll be keeping you, Slater and
your family in my thoughts and prayers.

SS
Steven Spencer - July 18, 2019 at 04:23 PM

What a terrific Gentleman, Loving Father and Husband!

BF
Brenda Z. Forbis - July 20, 2019 at 01:27 AM

I am so sad to learn of Andy's passing. He was the sweetest man I
ever met. I am glad to have known him. He wil be missed.

RA
Rick alessandrini - July 21, 2019 at 08:47 AM

Sorry for your loss,loved them both,your dad was a special man always
had time to talk, he will be missed


