
Mr. Donald Clement Jr.
March 4, 1921 - July 8, 2015

Donald Clement, Jr. died July 8, 2015 at Salisbury, North Carolina. 
A native of Salisbury, he was born March 4, 1921, the son of the late Alice
Vanderford and Donald Clement of Salisbury, the grandson of the late Mr. and
Mrs. Louis H. Clement of Salisbury and the late Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H.
Vanderford of Salisbury. He was married to Ruth Ritchie Miller of Salisbury
and they had two children. Ruth predeceased Don by thirty-four years. 
Don attended Frank B. John school and graduated from Boyden High School
in Salisbury where he participated in many activities including football and
wrestling. He twice won the North Carolina wrestling championship in his
weight class with an undefeated record. He attended the University of North
Carolina where he was captain of the freshman wrestling team. 
Shortly after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Don left college and volunteered for
the US Marine Corps. He served in the 1st Division of the Corps in the South
Pacific theater in World War II for 26 months. On August 7, 1942 he was in the
invasion of Guadalcanal, America's first offensive land battle of the War. He
was involved in the capture of the island, a costly campaign that was planned
to be over in 10 days but lasted four months. Later he participated in the
invasion and battle at Cape Gloucester on the island of New Britain. He
returned to the Marines during the Korean War. 
He said he often thought, while lying in some remote foxhole, that if he ever
made it home, he would never leave. And stay he did. 
For over 70 years, Don Clement, Jr. was associated with the family business,



Salisbury Motor Company, a Buick automobile dealership founded by his
father in 1919 after he returned from World War I. 
A strong proponent of the principles and mission of Rotary International, Don
served the local Rotary club with perfect attendance for over 67 years. He was
club president in 1960. Some years ago a Rotary club tribute said, “...Don is a
rare long-term guy. He is a man of quiet determination and possess an
uncommon commitment to those American values that most of us cherish.
Don stays the course, whether its his faith, his family, his business, his
community or his Rotary.” 
A lifelong and committed member of St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Salisbury,
Don served the church in many capacities including acolyte, usher, Sunday
school teacher, and member of the Vestry. An early leader of the National
Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association event, he was a president of the
NSSA Hall of Fame. Also, he was president of the Salisbury Country Club. 
Donald Clement, Jr. is survived by his beloved longtime companion Jewel
Wolfe Ziprik of Salisbury; daughter Caroline C. Paylor of Charlotte,
granddaughter Virginia V. Blythe and grandson Carl B. Paylor both of
Charlotte; son Donald Clement III and wife Anne Scott of Salisbury and
granddaughters Ruth Nicholas Clement of Salisbury, Katherine C. Tierney and
husband John of Concord, NC, Anna Kerr Clement of Davidson, NC and
grandson Donald Clement IV and wife Rebecca of Salisbury; great-
grandchildren Elizabeth Tierney of Concord, NC, Kellie Clement of Davidson,
NC and Donald Clement V of Salisbury; brother Edward H. Clement and wife
Nancy of Salisbury. 

 Visitation: Monday, July 13, 2015 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm at Summersett Funeral
Home in Salisbury. 

 Service: Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at 2:30 pm at St. John's Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Salisbury with the Rev. Robert Black, minister of St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church. Burial will follow at Rowan Memorial Park. 

 Memorials: In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the charity of the
donor's choice. 



The family greatly appreciates the dedication and extraordinary professional
care given to Don by his special physician friends, Dr. Myron Goodman and
Dr. Willard “Tommy” Thompson. 
Summersett Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. Online condolences
may be made at www.summersettfuneralhome.com
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carroll - July 14, 2015 at 09:06 PM

My dad bought a 54 century from him . I drove it away with the tires
spinning 

 Don got a kick out of that 
 He was a fine man and true friend of the Overtons 

 Carroll "Jr"

Jack and Nancy Bilson - July 14, 2015 at 09:03 AM

Shortly after moving from Missouri to Salisbury we met Mr.
Clements at Salisbury Motor Company . Whether purchasing
several automobiles or having work done on our vehicles, our
conversations with Mr. Clement were most enjoyable and
educational. He was a one of a kind, wonderful man who will be
greatly missed by all who knew him. 

  
Jack and Nancy Bilson

Norden Fairley - July 13, 2015 at 10:58 AM

You were the best friend one could have and you will be missed!
You were the rock of Salisbury Motor Company!
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Herb Guyer-Sharfenaker USMC - July 11, 2015 at 09:14 AM

God Bless/RIP,to ALL who served in WWII.The USA would NOT be
as it is today.Thank YOU for your service in The Corps,and also in
Korea,Donald...... And Semper Fi.

Edwin & Debbie Martin - July 11, 2015 at 05:18 AM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this
time - cherish all the memories you have as a
family -

JM

Jim and Brenda Monteith - July 11, 2015 at 11:12 AM

We are thinking of all of you and look forward to attending the service
Tuesday. Our thoughts are especially with our close friends Edward
and Nancy Clement.

Stephanie Singer - July 13, 2015 at 01:45 PM

Thinking of all my extended family may GOD Bless You all during this
time. Stephanie ( Broadway) Singer and Eric Singer
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Ray Hill - July 14, 2015 at 09:59 PM

My sympathy to the family. Good man & I enjoyed working for him. Ray
Hill


